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live music, finger foods, and neighborly 
conversation in the library’s communi-
ty room. 

Woodstock-based songwriter Ra-
chael Yamagata returns home to play 
Maverick Concert Hall (120 Maver-
ick Road, Woodstock) on August 21, 
backed by the hall’s famously warm 
acoustics inside the historic venue. 
Another option for that night is Tub-
by’s (586 Broadway, Kingston), which 
will host a bill of three local rock acts 
ranging from the emo punk of Live 
Well, the catchy, electro-infused punk 
riffs of Cellmate, and the face-melting, 
blues-tinged rock cacophony of Girls 
Wish. The following night, Avalon 
(29 Church Street, Catskill) hosts Dub 
Kandy’s Upstate Jamboree, a danceable 
evening of reggae and dub.

The month wraps with a bit of local 
pride. On August 28, Assembly (236 
Wall Street, Kingston) hosts the inau-
gural Kingston Calling: Battle of the 

Bands, a showcase and competition 
pulling together some of the region’s 
best up-and-coming acts. 

The stage never sleeps in the Hudson 
Valley, and the scene continues to grow.

The stage never sleeps
August 2026 guide to concerts, theater, and art across the Hudson Valley

by Zac Shaw

S
ummer’s final full 
month is a strange, lovely 
time. School hasn’t start-
ed, the light’s still long, 
and every venue from 
tiny listening rooms to 

century-old concert halls seems to be 
squeezing in one last events push be-
fore Labor Day quiets things down. 

The month opens with two very dif-
ferent flavors of homegrown music. 
On August 1, the Howland Cultural 
Center (477 Main Street, Beacon) hosts 
Sticks, Squeaks and Keys, a young col-
lective of Hudson Valley musicians per-
forming original material in the center’s 
acoustically celebrated Northcutt Hall. 
A day later, singer-songwriter Oliver 
Hazard brings folk-leaning Americana 

to Colony (22 Rock City Road, Wood-
stock), a bar built for exactly this kind 
of intimate evening.

Two exhibitions worth building a vis-
it around are already up and will stay 
up for most of the month. The Wood-
stock School of Art (2470 Route 212, 
Woodstock) is showing its Instruc-
tors Exhibition through August 29, a 
chance to see what the people teaching 
Woodstock’s next generation of paint-
ers and printmakers are making them-
selves. In Ellenville, the Borscht Belt 
Museum (90 Canal Street, Ellenville) 
continues “Catskills Romance: Love & 
Desire in the Borscht Belt,” tracing the 
matchmaking rituals, tummlers, and 
poolside flirtations that defined the re-
gion’s mid-century resort culture.

CPW (25 Dederick Street, Kingston) 
hosts a Meet the Artist evening with 

photographer Meg Turner on August 
6, an approachable way to hear directly 
from someone whose work is current-
ly on the stunning gallery’s walls. That 
same night, singer-songwriter Paul 
Cauthen plays Levon Helm Studios 
(160 Plochmann Lane, Woodstock) in 
one of the few events that hasn’t been 
canceled after the recent eruption of 
a family feud and leadership shakeup. 
Cauthen’s sonic approach is a bit coun-
try, a bit gospel and a bit glam rock. 

On August 7, the always-popular 
touring tribute act Brit Floyd recreates 
Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon and 
more at UPAC (601 Broadway, King-
ston). Down in New Paltz, the Denizen 
Theatre (10 Main Street, New Paltz) 
runs its fourth annual Summer Shorts 
Film Fest from August 7 through 9, 
packing dozens of short films into 

themed blocks. The Phoenicia Play-
house (10 Church Street, Phoenicia) 
stages Bye Bye Birdie from August 7 
through 10, community theater with 
the kind of unpretentious energy that 
makes small-town musicals fun.

That same weekend, a handful of 
restaurants and lodges double as some 
of the area’s most reliable live-music 
rooms. Jazz, soul, and swing outfit Kri-
sha & The Krew plays Stone House 
Tavern (4802 Route 209, Accord) on 
August 8, while bassist John Menegon 
celebrates his birthday with his trio 
Essence at Lydia’s (7 Old US Highway 
209, Stone Ridge) the same night. Up 
in the Catskills, Riedlbauer’s Resort 
(57 Ravine Drive, Round Top) hosts 
Probable Cause Band on August 8, an 
act voted “best cover band of the Hud-
son Valley”. And on August 9, Catskill 

Mountain Shakespeare (5494 State 
Route 23, Windham) caps its youth 
summer intensive with an outdoor 
showcase performance, a nice one for 
families curious what a week of teen-
agers wrestling with the Bard actually 
produces.

Cat fans will not want to miss August 
9 at Rosendale Theatre (408 Main St., 
Rosendale), where Catvideofest 2026 
will be screened before the new feline 
documentary 25 Cats from Qatar will 
be played. The film explores Qatar’s 
street cat population, which is equal to 
the country’s human population and 

continues to grow.
The Local (16 John Street, Sau-

gerties) hosts its free Local Waves se-
ries with Ben Seretan and John Thay-
er on August 12 inside the venue’s 
restored 19th-century chapel space. 
That same evening, cinephiles have a 
reason to head to Upstate Films (6415 
Montgomery Street, Rhinebeck) for 
a screening of the visually stunning 
industrial labor documentary Manu-
factured Landscapes. From August 14 
through 16, Arm of the Sea (57 East 
Bridge Street, Saugerties) presents the 
Esopus Creek Puppet Suite, its annual 

outdoor pageant of giant handmade 
puppets and live music, staged on the 
sloping lawn of the Tidewater Center.

Shadowland Stages (157 Canal 
Street, Ellenville) opens Neil Simon’s 
semi-autobiographical comedy Bright-
on Beach Memoirs on August 14. On 
August 15, the Woodstock Artists As-
sociation Museum (28 Tinker Street, 
Woodstock) opens its juried Artist’s 
Choice exhibition with a reception from 
4 to 6pm, offering a wide-angle look 
at what regional artists consider their 
most representative recent work. And 
through August 16, the Woodstock 

Playhouse (103 Mill Hill Road, Wood-
stock) is in the middle of its production 
of Crazy For You, a tap-heavy Gersh-
win musical performed by the sum-
mer-stock company that has launched 
more than one Broadway career since 
1938.

The last full week of the month is 
heavy on live music. Bearsville Theat-
er (291 Tinker Street, Woodstock) hosts 
California pop-punk legends Joyce 
Manor on August 20. The same day, 
the Olive Free Library (4033 Route 
28A, West Shokan) holds its monthly 
Music Café, a free, low-key evening of 
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August Line-Up

6th The Bernstein Bard Quartet  7pm

8th The West Road band  7:30pm

13th Open Mic  7pm

15th The Nancy Donnelly Quartet  7:30pm

20th Jeff Entin & Friends  7pm

22nd The Bush Brothers  7:30pm

27th Trivia Night  7pm

29th Ground Score  7:30pm

845-687-2699 | www.highfallscafe.com

Fine Dining with  
Warm Irish Hospitality

Gastropub • Dining • Events
Serving Lunch & Dinner

Seasonal dining 
at it’s best!

Dine indoors in our  
cozy dining rooms or  

enjoy our screened and  
covered porch and patio!

Call or reserve online 
at Garvans.com

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz 
  (845) 255-7888  

Tues. - Sun. 12-9pm • Closed Monday
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August 20th, 7:30 pm

TREVOR SEXTON 
Acclaimed Irish singer/songwriter

Tickets $25 - Call Today!

215 Huguenot St.  
New Paltz NY 

(845)255-7888

TREVOR SEXTON 
Live in Concert! 

August 20th, 7:30pm

A gifted singer, songwriter, and 
multi-instrumentalist, Sexton is
one of Ireland’s most respected  
contemporary folk musicians.

Tickets $25 - Available on Eventbrite 
or Call us for tickets 

CPW.ORG /WORKSHOPS

2026 Photo Workshops
All ages.
All skill levels.
All summer.

Fri, September 4      6:30 pm at Kiersted Dutch Barn
    

Sponsored by

2026
Fri, August 7      6:30 pm at Tina Chorvas Park

    Us (GLEN ROETHEL, JUDY KASS, AMY SOUCY)
DON LOWE

PAYNE'S GREY SKY
RED DOOR DUO (HELEN AVAKIAN, DAVID IRWIN)

F R E E !

In case of rain, location TBD  (Check Chamber Facebook page)

Riedlbauer’s Resort          

German Dinner Buffet
from 6 - 8 pm every Monday in 

August, $25. Bauernwurst, Schnitzel, 
Salads, and more.  

LIVE MUSIC by Gordie.

International Pasta Buffet 
from 6 - 8 pm every Wednesday in 

August, $25. Pasta, Goulash, Meatballs 
in Sauce, Tossed Salads and more! 

LIVE MUSIC 6-9 pm SMores@ 8 pm

Country Western Dinner Buffet
from 6 -8 pm every friday in August, 
$25. BBQ Chicken, Pulled Pork, Salads 

and more. LIVE MUSIC by The 
Roving Cowboys.

57 Ravine Dr., Round Top
(518) 622-9584

www.riedlbauersresort.com

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1ST
Rodtoberfest with 
Roadhouse 60
8pm

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8TH
Probable  
Cause Band 
8pm

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15TH
Sons of Eden  
8pm

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29TH
Pink Floyd  
Tribute Band  
8pm

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22ND
Denny and the Misfits 8pm

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
FIREWORKS AT 9PM

There are hours of  delicious buffet, outstanding music and 
a great raffle. Many in the Greater Woodstock Area help to 

make this a heartening event which begins at 1:00 p.m.

   

                    
             

Woodstock Fire Department
— Presents its’ 31st Annual —

‘FABULOUS
FIREWORKS’  

Saturday, August 15 - 9pm
Andy Lee Field

JOIN US... Be a part of  
this wonderful Woodstock  

community fireworks tradition.
BUT DONATIONS ARE WELCOME,  

NEEDED AND APPRECIATED!
ENTRY IS 

FREE

ROSENDALE THEATRETHE

N O W  P L A Y I N G  |  C O M I N G  S O O N
MADDIE’S SECRET WED 7/29 • 2 PM*

NETWORK (1976) THU 7/30 • 7 PM; WED 8/5 • 2 PM* 

DISCLOSURE DAY FRI 7/31 • 7 PM; SAT 8/1 • 2 PM

BLUE HERON SAT 8/1 • 7 PM; SAT 8/8 • 2 PM

THELMA AND LOUISE (1991) THE CINEMA CLUB SUN 8/2 • 3 PM

THE LONG WAY HOME  
DARN GOOD DOCS/MUSIC FAN FILM SERIES THU 8/6 • 7 PM

GODZILLA SUMMER DOUBLE FEATURE!! SAT 8/8 * 6 PM 
$14 GENERAL ADMISSION/$10 MEMBERS AND THOSE IN COSTUME

CATVIDEOFEST 2026 SUN 8/9 • 4:30 PM

25 CATS FROM QATAR DARN GOOD DOCS SUN 8/9 • 7 PM

PETER ASHER: EVERYWHERE MAN MUSIC FAN FILM SERIES WED 8/12 • 7PM

rosendaletheatre.org
(845) 658-8989

*PRESENTED WITH OPEN CAPTIONS (OC) 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR LAST MINUTE SCHEDULE CHANGES

Vanaver 
Caravan 
Summer 
Student 

Showcase 
2026

Once Upon 
A Theatre

Friday August 7
Doors 

5:30 pm
Performance 

6 pm

birdonacli�.org
845 247 4007

BLANKETS, CHAIRS, PICNICS WELCOME
ADMISSION FREE     ($10 SUGGESTED DONATION)

45 Comeau Drive - Woodstock, NY 12498
Fri , Sat, Sun  5:30PM

William Shakespeare’s

Celeb
rating

 our

31st S
eason

July 31st - Sept. 6th

The Two Gentlemen

 of Verona

The Two Gentlemen

 of Verona

The Two Gentlemen

 of Verona

The Two Gentlemen

 of Verona

Presents

Bird-On-A-Cliff
Theatre Company’s

Woodstock
Shakespeare Festival

OPENING WEEKEND!

 
Saturday, August 15, 10:30 a.m. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist,
Woodstock, 85 Tinker Street

Effective Prayer: 
Finding Healing and Wholeness in

Divine Love

A free talk by Bobby Lewis, CS

Prayer, grounded in divine Love
and spiritual law, offers a reliable
foundation for healing, personal

growth, and experiencing our
inseparable connection to God.

Thursday, August 6 • 6-8:30pm
Trivia Night

at the Boiceville Inn

Thursdays • 1pm
Mahjong with Estelle

at the Olive Free Library
Saturday, August 8 • 11am-1pm
Stress Reduction Sessions
with Christine Faucher-Kelly at the Olive Free Library

Saturday, August 8 • 11am
Monarch Magic

with Betty at the Olive Free Library

Sat., July 11 • 3-5pm
“Fairy Tales”

Art Exhibit Opening

Tues., July 14 • 5:30 – 6:45pm
Swing Dance

Miss Lindy’s Dance Hall
Tues., July 21 • 5:30 – 6:45pm

Swing Dance
Miss Lindy’s Dance Hall

Sat., July 25 • 11am – 2pm 
Crazy About Collage 

with Melanie Hall

4033 Rte. 28A • W. Shokan, NY
olivefreelibrary.org • 845.657.2482

Krisha & The Krew plays Stone House Tavern on August 8.

A compendium of local arts & 
entertainment for the coming monthScenethe

Bearsville Theater hosts Joyce Manor on August 20.

Oliver Hazard plays Colony on August 2.Rachael Yamagata returns home to play Maverick Concert Hall on August 21. 


